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Wins Track
Championship
Bridgewater College shook off
a challenge from Lynchburg and
won its fifth consecutive Small Col
lege League track championship
Saturday afternoon, May 1, in
Salem, Va.
The Eagles amassed 73 points to
55 for Lynchburg, but Bridgewater
Coach Dr. Harry Jopson said that
the Hornets were in the thick of
things until the latter stages of the
meet.
Top individual performers for
Bridgewater were Ken Economou,
who won the 100 in 10.2; Doug
Coleman, who took the two mile
and finished second in the mile, and
Jeff Buller, who won the 440-inter
mediate hurdles and took fourth
in the 120-yard high hurdles.
Jim Wampler was second in the
440-yard hurdles and third in the
120 high hurdles.
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Distinguished Alumnus 1971
"May we never fail to see our responsibility to our fellowman "
-Dr. Paul W. Petcher

THIS year's recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award is Dr. Paul W. Petcher, a graduate
of the class of '43. Dr. Petcher, a trustee of Bridge
water College, practices medicine and surgery in
Chatom, Alabama, one of three doctors in an area of
15,000 people. He is married to the former Esther
Mae Wilson, '44, and they have four children
Cheryl, a 1970 Bridgewater College graduate, Rich
ard, a sophomore general science major at Bridge
water, and Christine and Steven at home.
After his graduation from Bridgewater, Dr. Petcher
did his graduate work at the University of Alabama
Medical School. During this time, he did research
with Dr. Emmett Carmichael and published his first
original scientific paper. Among future publications
were a number of case reports from Africa, one of
which was the first case of its kind to be treated
surgically in Nigeria. Dr. Petcher received his M.D.
degree in 1948 from the University of Pennsylvania
Medical School, interned at the Jefferson Hillman
Hospital in Birmingham, and then had a two-year
surgical residency at the Mobile General Hospital in
Mobile.
During the years 1951 to 1954, he was in charge
of a 70-bed general hospital at Garkida, Nigeria,
and also worked in the Garkida Leprosarium. He
was elder in charge of a number of the Churches
of the Brethren in Nigeria. From 1956 to 1960 he
was the only medical doctor at the Lassa Hospital, in
Nigeria. The hospital served an area of more than
150,000 people with no other doctor within fifty
miles. He delivered about 250 babies a year and did
500 major operations a year. During those years he
was treating over 2,000 patients with leprosy as out
patients.
Dr. Petcher decided to go into medicine when he
was 12 years old in response to a challenge made
from the pulpit by a missionary doctor, Dr. Howard
Bossler, for someone to replace him one day in the
Garkida Hospital in Nigeria. From that time on Dr.
Petcher set his sights on that goal. Mrs. Petcher had
also been interested in mission work, but when his
medical training was completed, instead of being
called to Nigeria as he had planned for so long, it
seemed that the young doctor was needed in India.
Then a couple of months before the Petchers were to
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sail, they were told that a doctor was needed in an
emergency in the Garkida Leprosarium in Nigeria
and their plans were changed.
In 1960 they returned to this country for several
reasons, largely because of the children. "We were
separated from our children from the time they were
six years old. When Cheryl was six, she was put on
the back of a truck, with a canvas over it, and sent
500 miles away to a boarding school, and we wouldn't
see her until vacation time came." Dr. Petcher says
that he has thought of the possibility of returning
later on, but the amount of work takes great physical
stamina. Although he did have good facilities in the
hospital, he had to ride a bicycle to get out to the
surrounding areas.
In thinking back on those days, Dr. Petcher says,
"One of my main problems was the lack of help. My
wife and I had to do all the ordering. I had no sec
retary, only one Nigerian nurse. Our supplies came
from England. I would buy supplies a year in ad
vance, and a lot of them never came." He added,

Dr. Paul W. Petcher

\

Dr. Petcher operating in Nigeria.

"There is not a doctor there now. There is a Nigerian
nurse in charge of the 70-bed hospital."
In Alabama Dr. Fetcher has been active in many
fields. He was moderator of the Tennessee District
in 1967, and is currently chairman of the Alabama
Parish Committee which helps correlate work in four
Alabama churches. He was chairman of the Red
Cross Blood Program in the Southeastern Region in
1968 and currently serves on their advisory board.
He is now on the Medical Advisory Board of the 6th
District T. B. Hospital in Mobile, Alabama; a mem
ber of the Washington County Pensions and Security
Board; president of the Washington County Medical
Society, president of the Medical Staff of the Wash
ington County Hospital and vice president of the
Kiwanis Club.
As a member of the Washington County museum
committee, he has helped establish a museum there,
which, he says, probably has the best collection of
tools and crafts used in the turpentine industry in
existence."
Dr. Fetcher has helped manage the estate of his
late father, G. W. Fetcher, and is active in tree farm
ing having planted about 300,000 trees in the last
five years. He is also interested in beef cattle farming.
Dr. Fetcher says, "My people originally came from
Indiana in the early 1900's. My father was in the
timber business, and he was in the free ministry.
When he was 65 years old he took his first pastorate
-Brother Pritchett's church. There were seven broth
ers and sisters in our family, six of whom attended
Bridgewater College."
One of his many hobbies is collecting. His collec
tions include a large number of African items, a
small collection of Bibles, one of which was printed
in 1775, and an antique car collection, with three

Model T Fords, a 1931 Model A Ford, and a 1950
Packard. All of the cars are in various stages of
restoration. Dr. Fetcher says that one of the reasons
he has collected antique cars is so that his children
can learn to drive them. "By the time they get their
own cars, they're over the rage for driving fast,
because these cars won't go fast. And they take care
of them because they like them."
Among more recent interests, he has been playing
the violin in a family musical group, and learning to
fly. In the last year flying has been a real stimulus
to him and has presented a challenge to his instruc
tors, as proven by the fact that he has had eight
different instructors so far. Actually this is not really
because he is such a dreadful student, but, as he
explains, "I am out in the country and we would have
an instructor fly his airplane in, and then he'd give
us a lesson and go on. We just happened to have had
eight different instructors. I am learning -to fly in
order to get around a little better. I do church work
in Birmingham, which is 250 miles from my home,
and sometimes I get up in the morning and drive that
distance to preach on Sunday." Dr. Fetcher's main
interests remain the practice of medicine and vari
ous religious activities, which he feels are closely
associated.
In a message to his class when it was in reunion
and he was unable to attend, Dr. Fetcher wrote,
"Laubach has said, 'The human race must learn com
passion or be destroyed.' May we as members of the
class of 1943 never fail to see our responsibility to
our fellowman. . . ." When asked how he could do
all that he does in the way of church work in addition
to his medical practice, Dr. Fetcher said, "I have a
lot of help, and my wife is doing a tremendous job.
She deserves the award more than I do."
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"A Small Sampling
of Seniors''

Jean Leppington, a psychology major, is a trans
fer student from Mitchell College in Connecticut
and Monmouth College in New Jersey. She has been
working with a special project in psychology which
is an original idea of Dr. John Layman, acting head
of the math department this year. It is called auditory
braille, and is a process whereby photo cells in an
electronic scanner, built by Dr. Layman, transform
the printed letters of the alphabet, converting the
horizontal and vertical strokes into a sequence of
eight different tones. The process, it is hoped, will
eventually be perfected to enable a blind person to
scan any printed page, "reading" the sounds, much
more rapidly than can be done by the present braille
system. Jean has learned the sounds made by the
different letters and has successfully taught the sys
tem to a blind student at Bridgewater. This semester,
with the assistance of Prof. George W. Kent and Dr.
Donald R. Witters of the psychology department, she
is working with the computer, constantly improving
the program, and teaching it to a few students at the
Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind in Staunton.
She is also presenting a paper on her work to the
Virginia Academy of Science in May.
Jean, a member of the Lambda Society, hopes to go
to graduate school in psychology.
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Randy Shipe looks like a real student radical, with
his long hair, beard, and tennis shoes sans socks. If
he is a radical, he is a very soft-spoken, casual one,
but with an intense interest in the peace movement,
and a strong desire to work with people.
His first year of college was spent at Virginia Tech.
"I was an engineering student at Tech," he says. "I
transferred to Bridgewater because I wanted to work
with people instead of bridges. But," he adds, "I still
like bridges."
Randy, a history and political science major, is a
member of the Student Organizing Committee. What
do they organize? "Whatever the students want. We
were working on the 'free university,' for example.
Everybody liked the idea, but nobody wanted to work
for it." (The "free university" would provide an op
portunity for students to choose topics of interest
outside of the classroom. The SOC would help pro
vide speakers, panelists, and resource persons.)
He is working with Eastern Mennonite and Madi
son College students in support of the People's Peace
Treaty, and, among other activities, is a student rep
resentative on the convocation committee, sports edi
tor of the student newspaper, and keenly interested in
playing intramural sports. He says that what he
enjoys most is his involvement with the Christian
Activists Committee, an unofficial, loosely organized
group of students, who came together for the purpose
of reviving the church's position on peace and recon
ciliation. The group visits churches on invitation,
speaking, teaching, and leading discussions. After
graduation Randy plans to go into the Brethren Vol
unteer Service.

Senior Irene Lundquist is a general science major,
planning to attend the University of Virginia School
of Medical Technology. She hopes to work part time
as a medical technologist and study dancing.
Irene has taken advantage of a varied number of
summer programs during her college years. After her
freshman year she spent six weeks in Montreal study
ing French. She ran into problems after signing a
pledge to speak only in French when she says, "I
realized I was in over my head, and I didn't know
how to ask for advice in French!" She stayed. And
she did learn a lot of French. The next summer she
attended a dance seminar at Radford for 3 weeks,
then went to Columbia to study astronomy. Last
summer she attended William and Mary, taking a
dance workshop and a course in differential equations.
She had a dancing part in the Christmas convoca
tion play, "Columbine Madonna," danced and cho
reographed two interpretive solo dances for another
convocation program, and every Tuesday afternoon
she teaches three classes for the Rockingham County
Recreational Association. Irene is one of the chore
ographers for the May Day dances, and is also
choreographing and dancing in a program that she is
organizing for the annual executive banquet of the
Harrisonburg chapter of the National Secretaries As
sociation. She is performing two dances with Galen
Heisey and a can-can with Neva Clayton and Janet
Rice.
Irene enjoys spelunking, works on the EPC Cultural
Affairs Committee, is a member of the Lambda So
ciety, and has been a Dean's List student for most of
her college career.

Lee Norford is a senior biology major. "The out
doors," he says, "is really what I'm interested in. I
want to relate to people, and open up their eyes as
to what's around them. Take them out and get them
interested in nature."
He has been doing that for five summers now as
he has helped develop nature centers and programs
in northern Virginia. He hopes to teach during the
year, work on his master's degree at the Mountain
Lake Biological Station in the summers, and even
tually join the forest service or a related program.
This year Lee is assistant to the director of the
campus center. He has been a pole vaulter and was
on the state championship track team two years ago.
He enjoys hiking and camping, and has organized
several spelunking expeditions to nearby caves.
He has been married since last August to Lavinia
Aldridge, a '70 graduate. He has recently been writ
ing a new honor code for the college as an entry in
the honor code competition; he is chairman of the
EPC Recreation Committee, on the Student Senate,
and an accomplished gymnast. He is preparing to
take part in a gymnastic demonstration for the Rock
ingham County Teachers Association meeting at the
college.
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Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 0. Wakeman
Give Valuable Farm Land to the College
President Geisert announced a gift to the 90th
Anniversary Fund of the college, "one of the largest
gifts to Bridgewater in its history," at the Founders'
Day Dinner in the Kline Campus Center on April 2.
This gift is a commitment by Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin
0. Wakeman of Manassas, Virginia, to give to the
college a portion of their valuable farmland, located
on Route 28, approximately two miles south of Ma
nassas in a rapidly expanding industrial area. The
Wakemans have lived on the farm since 1940, operat
ing a dairy for 27 years, and then raising beef cattle.
Mr. and Mrs. Wakeman have been actively inter
ested in Bridgewater College since Mrs. Wakeman's
student days here. Mrs. Wakeman, the former Crys
tal Driver, grew up near Staunton, Va., where her
father, Casper M. Driver, was a farmer and pastor in
the Church of the Brethren. She is a niece of Daniel
C. Flory, the founder of the College.
Mr. Wakeman was originally from New Market,
Virginia, where his family has long been active in
the Church of the Brethren. His great-grandfather,
Elder Jonas Wakeman, was a farmer and horseback
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rider preacher in the time of the War Between the
States, and worked with Elder John Kline.
The Wakeman's two daughters attended Bridge
water College. They are Mrs. J. Paul Wampler, the
former Priscilla Wakeman, '54, whose husband is a
resident surgeon at Prince William Hospital in Ma
nassas, and Mrs. Robert J. Weiss, the former Mabel
Lou Wakeman, '65, whose husband is chairman of
the mathematics department at Mary Baldwin College
in Staunton.
This gift to the college brings the total of pledges
and contributions to the 90th Anniversary Fund to
approximately $1,330,000.00. The target date for
reaching the $1,400,000 challenge goal is June 30,
1971.
Dr. Geisert said, "This generous gift from the
Wakeman's will serve to greatly strengthen Bridge
water's educational endeavors. Their generosity and
dedication to Christian ideals is exemplary. The gift
is most timely as we approach the closing date of the
90th Anniversary Fund, the largest capital develop
ment program in Bridgewater's history."

Associations of Virginia Colleges

AVC, VFIC, CICV, Confusing?
First there was the AVC, then the VFIC. Most
recently has been added the CICV. All are associa
tions of Virginia colleges, and Bridgewater is a mem
ber of all three.

VFIC

The VFIC is the Virginia Foundation for
Independent Colleges whose membership
consists of twelve senior, accredited colleges empha
sizing the liberal arts and sciences. The VFIC is a
joint fund-raising enterprise, operated for the benefit
of these colleges for the past 19 years.

CICV

The CICV is the newly organized Council
of Independent Colleges, an organization
of 26 private colleges and universities in the state,
operating as a non-profit tax-exempt corporation,
with Hollins College president, Dr. John A. Logan,
as its first president.
Dr. Logan explained that the Council was estab
lished "to foster the general interests and effective
ness of the private sector in the Commonwealth's
dual system of higher education." He emphasized
that, in contrast to the VFIC, the CICV will not en
gage in fund-raising activities."
Dr.Logan said, "With the rapid expansion of the
state-supported system of collegiate institutions in
recent years, the independent institutions more than
ever need an agency for interpreting to the general
public the functions they perform and the role they
should play in the future."
AVC The AVC, Association of Virginia Colleges, was organized 57 years ago, and
includes in its membership all of the 55 colleges and
universities in the state, with four new community
colleges being taken into membership this year.
Bridgewater's President Geisert served as president
of the association during the past year, and is cur
rently serving on the executive committee. President
for the 1971-72 year is Dr.Lyman B.Brooks, Presi
dent of Norfolk State College. The theme of this
year's meeting, held February 19 and 20 at the Hotel
Roanoke, was "The Financing of Higher Education,
Both Public and Private."

The Independent Colleges: A Few Predictions
The AVC membership was addressed by outstand
ing spokesmen concerned with higher education, in
cluding the Honorable Frederic W.Ness, President of
the Association of American Colleges. In making
predictions concerning the future of independent col
leges in the next ten years, he said, "By 1976 there is
every expectation that 3 students out of every 4 will
be attending tax-supported institutions. . . . With
more and more graduates having little understanding
of the importance of private higher education to the
total welfare of our system (this assumes that they
now have some understanding), it may prove increas-

ingly difficult to achieve the degree of support neces
sary to maintain a truly viable program in the private
sector.... Moreover, in the 1970 census report of
the U.S.Office of Education, we note that 21 colleges
have closed their doors since the previous report ....
These were almost exclusively private institutions.
The result-an even greater burden on the already
insufficiently supported and overcrowded public col
leges and universities."
Dr.Ness concluded, "The picture I give you is not
a terribly optimistic one for the immediate future, and
yet I am far from a mood of despair. Increasing
interest on the part of state governments to assure a
greater share of responsibility for higher education
including the private sector is a most hopeful sign."
Another nationally known spokesman for private
higher education, Dr.Elden T. Smith, executive asso
ciate with the National Council of Independent Col
leges and Universities, also addressed the Roanoke
AVC Conference, as well as Bridgewater's Founders'
Day dinner on April 2. His remarks on both occa
sions spoke of the problems involved in the financing
of higher education. The following quotation was
taken from his remarks to the Association of Virginia
Colleges.
"It does not make sense to establish new state
institutions or greatly enlarge existing ones, and pro
vide classrooms, laboratories and libraries, teaching
staffs and housing facilities when there may be un
used or available spaces in private colleges....
"We must be careful, however, not to fall in the
trap of assuming that filling empty spaces in the
private colleges across the country will solve the
problems of future enrollments. If higher education
is to serve the added one million or one million and
a half students projected for the next decade, it will
require not only increased enrollments in the private
sector, but the establishment of new state institutions
and community colleges and the expansion of existing
ones."
In his Founders' Day speech at the college, Dr.
Smith noted that, although change is inevitable and
highly desirable, it is this change which has brought
higher education to its present state of crisis.
"The quest for excellence, for example, causes stu
dents and their parents to demand higher levels of
quality in teaching and research facilities than ever
before, but achieving levels of real quality contributes
to the elevation of costs."
He mentions that "One of the side effects of stu
dent activism and unrest, even though a small mi
nority of students is involved, is the disenchantment
of many alumni and friends....The loss of confi
dence in higher education coupled with the turn down
of the economy has resulted in some decline in finan
cial support just at a time when it is most needed."
7

BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE
BRIDGEWATER, VA. 22812

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Dear Alumni and Other Friends:
The interesting and excellent article entitled "Are Americans Losing Faith in Their
Colleges?" which appears as an insert in this issue of THE ALUMNUS is also appearing
in the publications of many other colleges associated with the American Alumni Council.
The article places a most appropriate emphasis upon the importance of alumni and other
friends of colleges rallying to their support in this rather difficult period for higher
education. Alumni and friends understand best the great contributions that colleges and
universities have made and can thus do much to cool passions and to restore perspectives
relative to the role of particular colleges as well as higher education in general.
Bridgewater College has been and is blessed by its reputation for sound scholarship
nurtured within the context of an emphasis upon Christian idealism. As most of you are
aware, Bridgewater College has had its share of controversy and associated sharp differ
ences of opinions on campus, local, national, and international issues. It is important, as
the article suggests, that all of us understand that a campus must be "a place of reason
and free expression where violence will not be tolerated and harsh rhetoric is scorned."
An understanding of this ideal on the part of the Bridgewater constituency has been of
great value to the college in its relationships both on and off campus and is of particular
value in this present period.
While Bridgewater College has continued to benefit from the gradually growing finan
cial support of alumni, local churches, businesses, and other friends, it has felt the increas
ing strain of the continuing inflation of costs at the same time that some of the special
Federal programs have been eliminated and others have been cut back. Private foundations
with their limited resources cannot take up the slack in financial support for higher educa
tion. Bridgewater must continue to look to its traditional constituencies rather than to
government or other so1:1rces for its basic undergirding. The gradual increase of support
from the traditional sources must continue if Bridgewater is to avoid pricing itself out of its
traditional market for students.
The competition for students with heavily subsidized state-owned institutions poses
a problem for private institutions. I wish that taxpayers and state legislators could be made
to realize that the real bargains for an expanding higher education lie in the utilization of
unused capacity in the private educational institutions of our nation. Modest expenditures
by states on state scholarship programs for use by students at both public and private
institutions would provide an economical way of allowing students to "choose their colleges"
and would at the same time allow the states to avoid the temptations to overexpand state
educational capacity at great expense to the taxpayers. The survival of the dual system
of higher education may depend ultimately to a great extent upon the development of state
and Federal scholarship programs.
The fact that to date Bridgewater has been able to operate in the black and that its
enrollment has held up well in comparison with many private institutions pays tribute not
only to the Bridgewater educational program but also to the faithful support of Bridge
water's friends. The faith in our endeavors makes the continuing Bridgewater venture a
worthwhile and rewarding one.
Sincerely,

�r�
Wayne F. Geisert
President
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Five years ago the idea woulcfhave been absurd.
Today it is an urgently relevant question ... one
that is uppermost in the minds. of campus offi
cials. For institutions that depend upon public
confidence and support for their financial wel
fare, their freedom, and their continued exist
ence, it is perhaps the ultimate question:

Are,

Americans

Losing Faith

in their

Colleges?
A SPECIAL REPORT

T

on the preceding two pages typify
a problem of growing seriousness for U.S. col
leges and universities: More and more Ameri. cans-alumni, parents, politicians, and the general
public-are dissatisfied with the way things have been
going on the nation's campuses.
"For the first time in history," says Roger A. Free
man, former special assistant to President Nixon, "it
appears that the profound faith of the American people
in their educational institutions has been shaken, and·
their belief in the wisdom of our educational leaders
and in the soundness of their goals or practices has
turned to doubt and even to outright disapproval."
The people's faith has been shaken by many things:
campus violence, student pro�st, permissiveness, a lack
of strict discipline, politicization of the campus, the
rejection of values and mores long-cherished by the
larger society. Complicating the problem is a clash C>f
life-styles between the generations which has raised a
deafening static and made communication extremely
difficult between students and their off-campus elders ..
(At one meeting not long ago, an angry alumnus turned
on a student and shouted, "I just can't hear you. Your
hair is in my ears.")
How many people are disenchanted, how strongly
they feel, �nd how they will act to express their dis
content is not yet clear. But there is little doubt about
the feelings and actions of many political leaders at all
levels of government. Vice President Spiro T. Agnew
spoke for many of them:
"When one looks back across the history of the last
decade-at the smoking ruins of a score of college
buildings, at the outbrtaks of illegal and violent protests
and disorders on hundreds of college campuses, at the
regular h.:!rassment and interruption and shouting down
of speakers, at -the totalitarian spirit evident among
thousands of students and hundreds of faculty members,
at the decline of genuine academic freedom to speak
and teach an_d learn-that record hardl-y warrants a
roaring vote of confidence in. the academic community
, that presided over the disaster�"
Many state legislators are indicating by their actions
that they share the Vice President's views. Thirty-two
states have passed laws to establish or tighten campus
regulations against disruption andlo punish student and
faculty offenders and, in some cases, the institutions
themselves. A number of states have added restrictive
amendments to appropriations bills, thus using budget
allocations as leverage to bring colleges and universities
into line.
HE LETTERS

Copyright 1971 by Editorial Projects for Education, Inc,

'The public has clearly
indicated displeasure

with higher education'

The chancellor of California's state college system
described the trend last fall:
"When I recently asked a legislator, ' ... Why did
the legislature take what appears to me, and to most
faculty and administrators in the state college system,
to be punitive ac,tion in denying [a] cost-of-living in
crease to professors?'-he replied, 'Because it was the
public's will.'
"We find ourselves confronted with a situation unlike
that of any previous year. The 'public,' through the
legislature, has clearly indicated displeasure with higher
education •.. We must face the fact that the public
mood, as reflected in the legislature, has taken a sub
stantial turn against higher education overall."
A similar mood prevails in Wasl.!_ington. Federal sup
port of higher education has slowed. Congressmen who
have been friendly to higher education in the past openly
admit that they face growing resistance to their efforts
to provide funds for new and existing programs. Rep.
Edith Green, chairman of the House of Representatives
subcommittee that has jurisdiction over bills affecting
colleges and universities, observed during the last ses
sion, "It would be most unwise to try to bring to the
floor this year a bill on higher education, because the
climate is so unfavorable."

I

Amer
. ica's institutions of higher education will be in
deep trouble. Even with the full confidence of the
American people, most of the nation's colleges and
universities would be experiencing financial difficulties.
Without the public's confidence, it is now evident that
large numbers of those institutions simply cannot sur
vive
.__ Three years ago, the editors of this report published
a special article on the financial outlook of American
higher education at that time. The article began: "We
are facing what might easily become a crisis in the fi
nancing of American higher education." And it con
cluded: "Unless the A�erican people-especially the
college and university alumni-can come alive to the
F THIS APPARENT LOSS OF FAITH PERSISTS,

The basic fiscal problem of colleges and universities
is rather simple. They are nonprofit institutions which
depend for their income on tuition and fees, interest
on endowment, private gifts, and government grants.
Tuition and fees do not cover the cost of education,
particularly of graduate education, so the difference
must be made up from the other sources. For private
institutions, that means endowment income and gifts
and grants. For state institutions, it generally means
legislative appropriations, with relatively small amounts·
coming from endowment or private gifts.
In recent years, both costs and income have gone up,
but the former have �isen considerably faster than the
latter. The widening gap between income and expendi
tures would have been enough in itself to bring colleges
and universities to the brink of financial crisis. Reduc
tions in funding, particularly by the government, have·
pushed the institutions over the brink.
Federal support for higher education multiplied
nearly fivefold from 1960 to 1971, but the rate has
slackened sharply in the past three years. And the·
future is not very promising. The president of a Wash
ington-based educational association said bluntly: "In
Washington, there is a singular lack of enthusiasm for
supporting higher education generally or private higher
education in particular."
Highly placed Administration officials have pointed
out that colleges and universities have received a great
deal of federa!. money, but that the nation has many
urgent problems and other high priorities that are com
peting for the tax dollar. It cannot be assumed, they
add, that higher education will continue to receive such
a substantial share of federal aid.
Recent actions make the point even more dramatic
ally:
► The. number of federally supported first-year
graduate fellowships will be nearly 62 per cent lower
in 1971-72 than in 1967-68.
► The National Science Foundation has announced
that it will not continue to make grants for campus
computer operations. The foundation reports that
when inflation is considered-federal funds for re
search at colleges and universities declined 1 t per
cent between fiscal 1967 and 1970.
► The Higher Education Facilities Act of 1963,
which helped to pay for much of the construction on
campuses during the past seven years, is being phased
out. In 1967 the outlay was $700-million; last year
President Nixon requested no funds for construction.
Instead he proposed an interest subsidy to prompt insti\

The golden age:
"we have discovered that it
was only gold-plated"

tutions to borrow construction money from private
sources. But a survey of state higher education com
missions indicated that in most states fewer than 25
per cent of the institutions could borrow money. on
reasonable repayment terms in today's financial market.
Six states reported that none of their private institutions
could borrow money on reasonable terms.
► The federal government froze direct loans for
academic facilities in 1968. On June 30, 1969, the
Office of Education had $223-million in applications
for loans not approved and $582-million in grants not
approved. Since then only $70-million has been made
available for construction.
► The National Aeronautics and Space Administra
tion has reduced its obligations to universities from
$130-million in 1969 to $80-million in 1971.
"Losing federal support," says a university research
scientist, "is almost worse than never having received
it." Since much of higher education's expansion during
the '60's was financed with federal funds, the withdrawal
of federal assistance leaves the institutions with huge
commitments and insufficient resources to meet them
commitments to faculty, to students, to programs.
The provost of a university in the Northeast notes
wistfully: "A decade ago, we thought we were entering
a golden age for higher education. Now we have dis
covered that it was only gold-plated."

M

can be said about state funds
for public higher education. The 50 states
appropriated $7-billion for 1970-71, nearly
$1-billion more than in any previous year and five
times as much as in 1959-60. But a great part of this
increase went for new facilities and new institutions to
accommodate expanding enrollments, rather than for
support of existing institutions that were struggling to
maintain their regular programs. Since public institu
tions are not permitted to operate with fiscal deficits, the
danger is that they will be forced to operate with quality
deficits.
"Austerity operations are becoming a fact of life for
UCH THE SAME

a growing number of institutions," says the National
Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges.
Many public institutions found their budgets cut
this year or their requests for capital funds denied or
reduced. Colorado State University's capital construc
tion request for this ye�r was cut from $11.4-tajllion to
$2.6-million in the face of projected enrollment increases
of 3,600 juniors and seniors.
As state support has ·started to level off, public in
stitutions have begun to raise tuition-a move that
many feel is contrary to the basic philosophy of public
higher education. The University of California is im
posing a tuition charge for the first time in its history.
The University of Illinois has boosted tuition by 60
per cent. Between 1959 and 1969, tuition and required
fees doubled at public institutions.
Tuition in public institutions still does not approach
tuition in private colleges and universities, which is now
nearing $3,000 in many places. At these levels, private
institutions are having increasing difficulty attracting
applicants from middle-income families. Many small
liberal arts colleges, which depend on tuition for as
much as 80 per cent of their income, are losing students
to less expensive public institutions. Consequently,
many smaller private colleges reported vacancie_s in
their entering classes last fall-an indication that they
may be pricing themselves out of the market.
Private giving is not likely to take up the slack; quite
the contrary. The tax reform laws, recent declines in
corporate profits, pressures to redirect resources to such
pressing problems as environmental pollution, and the
mounting unrest on the campuses have all combined to
slow the pace of private giving to colleges and univer
sities.
The Commission on Foundations and Private
Philanthropy concluded that "private giving is simply
not keeping pace with the needs of charitable organi
zations." The commission predicted a multibillion
dollar deficit in these organizations by 1975.
Colleges and universities have been working harder
in their fund-raising efforts to overcome the effects of
campus unrest and an ailing economy. Generally, they
have been holding the liny. An Associated Press survey
of some 100-colleges throughout the country showed
, that most schools were meeting fund-drive goals-in
cluding some which experienced serious student disrup
tion. Although the dollar amount of contributions has
risen somewhat at most schools, the number of contrib
utors has declined.

The consequences

may go well beyond
the campuses

"That is the scary part of it," commented one devel
opment officer. "We can always call on good friends
for the few big gifts we need to reach the annual goal,
but attrition in the number of donors will cause serious
problems over the long run."

AL

OF THIS quite obviously bodes ill for our
colleges and universities. Some of them may
have to close their doors. Others will have to
retrench-a painful process that can wipe out quality
gains that have taken years to accomplish. Students
may find themselves paying more and getting less, and
faculty may find themselves working harder and earn
ing less. �n short, a continuation of the fiscal crisis can
do serious damage to the entire higher educational es
tablishment.
But the negative consequences will go well beyond
the campus. "What happens to American higher edu
cation will ultimately happen to America," in the words
of one observer. Examples:
► Much of the nation's technological progress has
been solidly based on the scientific effort of the uni
versities. To the degree that the universities are weak
ened, the country's scientific advancement will be
slowed.
► The United States needs 50,000 more medical
doctors and 150,000 more medical technicians right
now. Yet the cutback in federal funds. is leading to
retrenchment in medical schools, and some 1 7 are
threatened with closing.
► For two decades U.S. presidents and Congress
have been proclaiming . as a national goal the educa�
tion of every young person to the limit of his ability.
Some 8.5-million students are now enrolled in our col
leges and universities, with 12-million projected by
1980. The Carnegie Commission on Higher Education
recommends the creation of between 230 and 2&0 new
community_ colleges in the next decade and an addi- tional. 50 urban four-year colleges to serve metropolitan
- areas. Yet federal programs to aid in campus construction are being phased out, states are cutting back on

capital expenditures, student aid programs are being
reduced, and colleges are being forced to close their
doors.
► Governmental rulings are now clearly directed to
integrating black Americans into the larger society and
creating· equal educational opportunities for them and
for the nation's poor. Many colleges and universities
have enlisted in that cause and have been recruiting
minority-group students. This is a costly venture, for
the poor require almost complete scholarship support
in ord_er to matriculate in a college. Now, the shortage
of funds is hampering the effort.
► An emergent national goal in the 1970's will be
the cleaning of the environment and the restoration of
the· country's urban centers as safe, healthy, and sane
places to live. With this in mind, the National Science
Foundation has shifted the emphasis in some of its
major programs toward the environmental and social
sciences. But institutions which face major retrench
ment to offset growing deficits will be seriously con
strained in their efforts to help solve these pressing
social problems.
, "The tragedy," ,says the president of a large _state
university, "is that the society is rejecting us when we
need it most-and I might add when it most needs us."

T

_loss of confidence in the colleges
and universities threatens not_ only their fi
nancial welfare, but their freedom as well.
Sensing the public's growing dissatisfaction with the
campuses, state legislators and federal officials have
been taking actions which strike directly at the auton
omy and independence of the nation's educational insti
tutions.
Trustees and regents have also begun to tighten con
trols on colleges and universities. A number of presi
dents have been fired, frequently for not dealing more
harshly with student and faculty disrupters.
"We are in a crossfire," a university president points
out. "Radical students and faculty are trying to capture
our universities, and they are willing to ·destroy our
freedom in the effort. Authorities, on the other hand,
would sacrifice our freedom and autonomy to get at
the radicals."
· The dilemma for college and university officials
is a particularly painful one. If they do not find effec
tive ways to deal with the radicals-to halt campus
violence and resist efforts to politicize the institutions
outside forces will exert more and more control. On the
other hand, if administrators yield to outside pressures
HE PUBLIC'S

Alumni who understand

can help to restore

the public confidence

and crack down on radicals, they are likely to radical
ize moderate students· and damage academic freedom
and individual rights in the process.
McGeorge Bundy, president of the Ford Foundation,
summed it up this way:
"To the degree that violence subsides and the uni
versity community as such is kept separate from polit
ical conflict, the danger of attack upon the freedom of
the university from the outside will be reduced. No
institution· which depends upon society for its resources
will be allowed-as an institution-to choose sides in
the general contests of the democratic process, and vio
lence by the privileged is an uncommonly unpopular
phenomenon. If it be true-, as I believe, that both poli
tics and violence must be restrained in the academic
world for reasons that are intrinsic to the nature of the
university, it is also true that when violence spreads and
the university is· politicized, society as a whole turns
hostile-and in a prolonged contest with society as a
whole, the university is not a likely winner."
Freedom would be the first casualty-the freedom
to teach, the freedom to learn, the freedom to dissent,
and the freedom of the academy to govern itself. Truth,
objectivity, vitality, and knowledge would fall victim
in quick succession. Were this to happen, society as a
whole would suffer, for autonomous colleges and uni
versities are indispensable to society's own self-renewal,
its own cultural and intellectual advancement, and its
own material well-being.
Samuel Gould, former chancellor of the State Uni
versity of New York, once told his legislature some
thing that is especially relevant today: "A society that
cannot trust its universities," he said, "cannot trust
itself."

''

HE CRISIS on American campuses has no
T parallel in the history of this nation. It

has its roots in divisions of American
society as deep as any since the Civil War. The divi
sions are·reflected in violent acts and harsh rhetoric and
in the enmity of those Americans who see themselves

as occupying opposing camps. Campus unrest reflects
and increases a more profound crisis in_ the nation as a
whole."
Thus did the President's Commission on Campus
Unrest begin its somber "call to the American people"
last fall. Only greater tolerance and greater understand
ing on the p�rt of all citizens, the commission declared,
can heal the divisions.
If a major disaster for higher education and for so
ciety is to be averted, moderate Americaris in every seg
ment of society must make their voices heard and their
- influence felt. That effort must begin on the campuses,
for the primary responsibility to increase unders�anding
lies with the academic community.
Polls and studies have made it abundantly clear that
the overwhelming majority of faculty members, students,
and administrators are moderate people who reject vio
lence as a means of changing either society or the uni
versity. These people have been largely silent and in
active; in the vacuum they have left, an impassioned
and committed minority has sought to impose its
views on the university and the society. The moderate
majority must begin to use its collective power to
re-establish the campus as a place of reason and free
expression where violence will not be tolerated and
harsh rhetoric is scorned.
The majority must also rethink and restate-clearly
and forcefully-the purpose of our colleges and uni
versities. It has become clear. iri recent years that too
few Americans-both on and off the campus-under
stand the nature of colleges and universities, how they
function, how they are governed, why they must be
centers for criticism and controversy, and why they
must always be free.
Only such a moderate consensus will be effective in
restraining and neutralizing extremists at either end
of the political spectrum. The goal is not to stifle dissent
or resist reform. Rather, the goal is to preserve colleges
and universities as institutions where peaceful -dissent
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and orderly change can flourish. Violence in the name
of reform inevitably results in either repression or a
new orthodoxy.
Polls and .studies show that most alumni are also
moderate people, that they support most of the campus
reform that has occurred in !ecent years, that they share
many of the concerns over social problems expressed
by activist students, and that they sympathize with col�
lege officials in their difficult task of preserving freedom
and order on the campus.
· "What is surprising," notes a college alumni relations
officer, "is not that some alumni are withdrawing their
support, but that so many have continue<:!_ to support us
right through the crises and the turmoil." He went on to
point out that only one of four alumni and alumnae, on
the average, contributes to his or her alm,a mater,
"Wouldn't it be something," he' mused, "if the ones we
·never hear from rallied round us now." Wouldn't it
indeed!
Alumni and alumnae, by virtue of their own educa
tional experience and their relationship to colleges and
universities, have a special role to play in helping to
restore public confidence in higher education. They can
make a special effort to inform themselves and to under
stand, and they can share their information and under
standing with their fellow citizens. Too many Americans,
influenced by mass-media coverage which invariably
focuses on the turmoil, are ready to believe the worst
about higher education, are willing to sanction the pun
ishment of all colleges and universities in order to
retaliate against the disruptive minority. Too' many
Americans have already forgotten the great positive
contributions that colleges and uaiversities have made
to this nation during the past three decades. Here is
where the alumni and alumnae can make a contribution
as important as a monetary gift. They can seek to cool
passions and to restore perspective. They can challenge
and correct misinformation and misconceptions, They
can restore the public- confidence.
Education;
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"The Training of the Shrew"
is taking place this spring in the
psychology laboratories at Bridge
water College. Professor George
W. Kent, head of the Department
of Psychology, is conducting a
comparative psychological investi
gation of the "Relative Spectral
Sensitivity of the Tree Shrew."
This is an outgrowth of research
on opossums, hedgehogs, and
monkeys in which Professor
Kent participated at Florida State
University, Tallahassee, last sum
mer under a research program
supported by the National Science
Foundation.
Professor Kent is on sabbatical
leave during this semester. He is
engaging in full-time research,
studying vision and learning pro
cesses. One of his major projects
involves the tree shrew. Others

involve quantification of organic
brain damage, modification of emo
tional response in mental patients,
and the training of blind persons
to read a printed page "by ear."
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The 3-3-1-3 is the designation
given to the academic calendar
going into effect in the fall. It has
been given that title because stu
dents will take three courses for
each of three ten-week terms, and
one course during the three-week
interterm. In the 1971-72 college
year, the interterm is scheduled
from February 21 through March
11, followed by a week of spring
vacation, which in some cases, the
students may elect to use to con
tinue work on their special inter
term projects or courses.
Some of the interterm courses
scheduled for next year are:
-The Visual Arts, with trips to
galleries in Washington and Rich
mond
-Drugs, with emphasis on dan
gerous drugs, pesticides and com
mercial chemicals used in food
production
-Development of the Motion
Picture as an Art Form
-Aspects of East Asian Litera
ture
-German Language and Cul
ture in Europe, in conjunction with
the Austro-American Institute of
Education
-Black Literature
------,-Congressional Law Making,
with two weeks in Washington
-Seminar in Behavior in Exotic
Environments (meaning under un
usual conditions), isolation, weight
lessness, high population density,
with special emphasis on the un
derwater environment using the
research facilities of Arizona State
University.
-Environmental contaminants
and their measure
-Vertebrate Natural History,
with lab work in North Florida,
Georgia, and South Carolina

-Man in Urban Society, with a
week in the inner city in Baltimore
-Mexican Culture, a trip to
Mexico City with visits to archeo
logical and cultural places of in
terest.
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Christine Chesneau, Laura
Connell, Gary Kisner, Toni Parker,
and Barbara Stumpf have been
selected to study abroad next year
in the Brethren Colleges Abroad
program. The girls will study in
Strasbourg, France, and Gary will
be at Marburg, Germany.
A junior German major, Gary is
the son of Mrs. F. C. Kisner of
Fairfax.
Christine Chesneau, a sopho
more English major, is the daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Claude Ches
neau of Alexandria.
Laura Connell, a sophomore
French major, is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Connell,
Jr., of Alexandria.
Toni Parker is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Parker of Vir
ginia Beach. She is a sophomore
sociology major.
Barbara Stumpf, a sophomore
French major, is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Stumpf of
Falls Church.
Connie Keller of Rockville,
Maryland, and Ruth Ferree of
Thurmont, Maryland, are in France
this year under the BCA program.
In addition to the above, Susan
Troemmler, Margaret Fleming, and
Beth Herschner plan to study in
Spain under another program.

=im:

Professor Anna Mae Myers
served as a member of the visiting
committee from the State Board of
Education to the Riverheads High
School in Augusta County.
9
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Mr. Vern Fairchilds, admis
sions counselor, participated in a
panel presentation at the spring
conference of the Potomac and
Chesapeake Chapter of the Na
tional Association of College Ad
missions Counselors early in May
in Washington, D. C.
Mr. Fairchild's involvement on
the panel was to represent the
small college in a discussion con
cerning the handicapped applicant.
:11: The B r i d g e w a t e r C o l l e g e
Board of Trustees, at its meeting
on April 2, elected to membership
for a five-year term Dr. J. Paul
Wampler of Manassas, Virginia.
Dr. Wampler, who was nomi
nated by the Alumni Association,
is a graduate of the class of 1954.
He received his M.D. degree from
the Medical College of Virginia in
1958, and is on the staff of the
Prince William County Hospital,
where he was chief-of-staff last
year.
A member of the Manassas
Church of the Brethren, he is chair
man of the Church Board, a mem
ber of the Mid-Atlantic District
Board, and a member of the choir.
He is a Fellow of the American Col-

lege of Surgeons, a member of the
board of directors of a Manassas
bank, and active in the cancer so
ciety.
Dr. Wampler and his wife, the
former Priscilla Wakeman, '54,
have two children, Benjamin, 10,
and Kathryn, 6.

:11: Becky Myers, a senior math
major from Clear Springs, Mary
land, recently placed third on the
senior level in the State Chapter
Voice Auditions of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing.
She is a member of the chorale and
concert choir, and has been study
ing music under Professor Philip E.
Trout.
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The Alumni A s s o c i a t i o n
hosted a dinner for the senior class,
Friday evening, May 14, at Lloyds
Restaurant.
Phillip C. Stone, '65, a graduate
of the University of Virginia Law
School and an attorney with the
Harrisonburg firm of Wharton
Aldhizer & Weaver, was the
speaker.
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Bridgewater College has re
ceived a grant in the amount of
$5,000 from the W. K. Kellogg
Foundation of Battle Creek, Michi
gan. The grant, provided under
the Kellogg Foundation's College
Resources for Environmental Stud
ies Program, will be used to secure
additional library and other re
source material to strengthen the
programs in environmental studies.
Courses involving study in dif
ferent areas of environmental prob
lems at Bridgewater include two
summer session courses entitled
"Ecology, Population and Man,"
and "Vertebrates in the Ecosys
tem." Others to be offered during_
the 1971-72 school year are: "Ecol
ogy," "Environmental Contami
nants and Their Measure," "Chemi
cal Agents and Biological Systems,"
"Physics and Environment," and
"Ecopsychology."
:11: Dr. Fred Keihn, professor of
chemistry, has received two Na
tional Science Foundation fellow
ships for summer study. One of
them is for a three week course at
the University of North Carolina.
Entitled "Short Course on Elec
tronics," it is designed to instruct
chemists in the use of electronic
instruments. The other is for a
two week course, "Applied Ecol
ogy," at the Oak Ridge National
Laboratories.

:11: Dr. Roger E. Sappington, pro
fessor of history, has written an
article for the June 1 edition of the
Messenger dealing largely with the
18th century history of the Breth
ren in the Valley of Virginia.
He is also beginning work on a
biography of the Rev. Reuel B.
Pritchett. He has collected diaries,
letters, and other works for this
biography.
In addition, he is working on a
book concerning the German sec
tarian movements in the Carolinas.
A chapter from that book has been
published in the spring Quaker
History Journal, dealing with the
policy of the North Carolina gov
ernment regarding non-resistant
sects during the American War of
Independence. Besides the Breth
ren, it includes Moravians, Quak
ers, and Mennonites.
Dr. Sappington has also con
tributed to the volume The Church
of the Brethren Past and Present,
published in Stuttgart, Germany,
and by the Brethren Press in Elgin,
Illinois.
He is also working on a source
book, the third in a series, dealing
with primary sources of the Church
of the Brethren from the years
1785 through 1865. The first two,
by Dr. Donald S. Durnbaugh of
Bethany Theological Seminary,
dealt with the Brethren in Europe
and in colonial America. Dr. Sap
pington has been commissioned by
the Brethren Press to do this vol
ume.
:11: Two Bridgewater men have
been named to the 1971 edition of
"Outstanding College Athletes of
America." Marshall Flora, Jr., a
senior sociology major from Boones
Mill, has been on the varsity foot
ball team for four years, a member
of the Varsity Club and the Stu
dent Senate, and has also been
named to All-State, All-Confer
ence, and Honorable Mention All
American.
James R. Wampler, a senior gen
eral science major from Broadway,
Va., has been on the varsity basket
ball and track teams and has been
a member of the Student Senate.

Md., played the part of Mr. Gant
and Brad Geisert, son of Dr. and
Mrs. Wayne F. Geisert, was cast
as Eugene's brother.
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Dr. Lowell Heisey, Chairman
of the Chemistry Department, will
be away from the campus during
the fall of 1971 on sabbatical leave.
He plans to spend the fall term at
Ohio State University where he
will study new science teaching
methods and equipment, take ad
vanced course work, and engage in
independent study and research.
:1:: Dr. William L. Mengebier of
the Department of Biology has
been invited to present a paper at
the 25th International Congress of
Physiological Sciences in Munich,
Germany, July 25-31, 1971, on his
present research topic, "The Effect
of Crustacean Eyestalk Extract on
Respiration in Selected Mammalian
Tissues."
This research has been partially
supported by a grant from the Vir
ginia Academy of Science. Dr.
Mengebier has recently received
another grant in support of this
work which he plans to use in
carrying on his research.
Following a course in ecology
that he is teaching this summer in
the Bridgewater College summer
session, Dr. Mengebier, accom
panied by Mrs. Mengebier, will fly
to Munich, Germany. After the
conference, they plan to travel in
Scandinavia before returning to
Bridgewater for the fall semester.
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The set for the Pinion Players' production of "Look Homeward, Angel"
was an elaborate one, with action taking place on many different levels.
Brad Geisert is shown, standing, with David Trout.

The Bridgewater College Pin
ion Players presented "Look Home
ward, Angel" on March 11, 12, and
13.
Directed by Professor Frank
Fuller, it involved nineteen actors
and the construction of a three
level set.

David Trout, son of Professor
and Mrs. Philip E. Trout of Bridge
water, played the part of Eugene.
Donna Wine, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. H. E. Wine of Orlando,
Fla., was cast as his mother, Mrs.
Gant. Neal Fitze, son of Mr. and
Mrs. J. C. Fitze of Westminster,

Elected to three of the four
offices in the Student Chapter of
the Virginia Music Educators As
sociation recently were the follow
ing Bridgewater students: Brian
Holsopple, son of Mr. and Mrs.
C. Harold Holsopple of Oakland,
Maryland, president; Robert L.
Horn, son of Mr. and Mrs. 0. L.
Horn of Churchville, vice-presi
dent; Phyllis Abshire, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Paul N. Abshire of
Boones Mill, Virginia, secretary.
These students are music majors
and have been active members of
the concert band and choir, and the
chorale and oratorio choir.
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"The College
and the
Church
Should Be
Tied
Together"

Dr. De Witt L. Miller
Challenges Students

-Rev. Samuel Harley
Sam is leaving Bridgewater, as of
June 30. Sam, as he is affection
ately known, is The Rev. Samuel
A. Harley, D.D., Director of
Church Relations at the College
since 1964, but students who come
looking for him always call him
Sam-probably because he visits
with them in their dormitories, and
expresses a genuine interest in
them and in their thoughts and
ideas. As Director of Church Rela
tions, he is the liaison between the
college and its church constituency.
In addition, he assists those in
terested in taking part in the "Earn
and Serve" summer program of the
Church of the Brethren, directs the
Spiritual Life Institute, and the
Reading Course for Ministers, and
helps with the Brethren Youth
Roundtable. He has also devoted
major amounts of time to coun
selling in Estate Planning.
In commenting on the church
college relationship, he said, "I
consider that the church and the
college are, and should be, tied
closely together. I feel that the
church needs the college even far
more than it is aware. The college
has a real contribution to make to
the church, and I feel that the col
lege needs the church. The clien
tele that we have are the kind of
people who appreciate a rather
strong tie between the church and
the college. They don't want a
college dominated or dictated to
by the church, but one that is sen
sitive and responsive to it, and an
institution that will help supply
12

more creative and authentic lead
ership in the church.
In thinking about the role of the
church-related college, he said, "In
dividuals who go to church colleges
often have more questions raised
regarding their faith and life pur
pose than those who go to state
institutions, because state institu
tions often by-pass this whole mat
ter of philosophy of life and re
ligious faith. Those who go to
church-related colleges may be
come more skeptical in the process
of examining their faith, but in the
end, they become more committed
and more effective in leadership
roles in the church. They get a
depth of understanding about the
meaning of religion in life and they
do a better job working at its appli
cation. I sincerely hope that even
more opportunities will be dis
covered for students and faculty
members, not only to explore these
ideas academically, but also to
apply their knowledge and insights
in all areas of human relations,
here and now."
"I would say all through the
years I have had a very close rela
tionship with the College," he says.
He was a B.C. graduate in 1928,
and Mrs. Harley, the former Elsie
Hollen, in 1930. He was awarded
an honorary D.D. degree by the
College in 1962.
Sam Harley isn't exactly retiring.
The Harleys are going to Sebring,
Florida, where he will be Executive
Secretary of the District of Florida,
Georgia, and Puerto Rico.

Speaking on the topic "Facing
the Crisis of Identity," Dr. DeWitt
L. Miller, '28, told the Founder's
Day convocation audience to give
themselves to creative, purposeful
activity for the good of all.
He challenged those present to
"Give yourselves to the develop
ment of affectionate relationships.
Dream some impossible dream of a
world where men live as brothers
and exist to help each other, and
share your dreams with others, let
them share their dreams with you,
and together pledge your all to
making them come true.
"Then," he concluded, "in order
to stamp indelibly the image of
your true identity upon the very
essence of your being, recall every
morning and every evening and
several other times throughout
each day that there is at the heart
of life a reservoir of creative love
to which you are inseparably and
irrevocably related, with which

you can have intimate communi
cation, and upon which you can
draw for redemption and release,
for reassurance and comfort, for
strength and courage, for direction
and guidance in the confidence that
it will ever sustain you and never
let you go."
Dr. Miller is the pastor of the
Hagerstown, Maryland Church of
the Brethren.

ALUMNI NEWS NOTES

Orville L. Gardner, '52, is Hous
ing Division Chief of the Civil
Rights Commission of the state of
Indiana. His job includes adminis
tering the state law on fair housing,
liaison with the Federal Govern
ment, assistance and guidance for
local commissions in cities and
towns, expediting and administer
ing all housing cases from across
the state, liaison and education
programs with the real estate in
dustry, civic groups, religious lead
ership, and general consulting.
He was director of a special pro
ject of the Indiana Civil Rights
Commission, covering more than
eighteen months, arranging for the
selling of homes to blacks and
whites dislocated by highway pro
jects. He comments "It definitely
was not a poverty program but
rather an equal opportunity pro
gram. Home prices ranged from
$12,000 to $35,000 and sales were
outright sales without any subsidy
whatsoever." This program is cov
ered in a book entitled Toward a
Free Housing Market by Daniel J.
Baum, 1970-University of Miami
(Fla.) Press; plus condensation by
Rutgers Law Review. Commenting
on the book in a recent article in
the Messenger, Mr. Gardner said,
"It's quite a story that actually
deals more in quality than quantity.
The project shows for a fact that
blacks can move into suburban
white areas and do it naturally,
while life goes on as it should. The
project demonstrates that various

sections of society can, if they will,
cooperate to bring about a truly
open housing market."
The son of Mr. E. M. Gardner,
now of Bridgewater, Orville Gard
ner grew up the fifth child of nine
children on a dairy farm near
Bridgewater. After graduation he
went on to Bethany Theological
Seminary for a B.D. degree, and
then to Boston University for an
S.T.M. degree in psychology and
counseling. He held pastorates in
New England, California, and In
diana before he accepted his pres
ent position in 1967.
He and his wife, the former
Ardith Newcomer, a graduate of
Manchester, have three children,
Emily, 15, Laurie, 13, and Todd, 8.
*

*

*

Ellen Layman, '65, will be a
delegate in the 4-H Foundation's
International Farm Youth Exchange
program. She has received a five
month assignment to Kenya in
June beginning with an orientation
period in Washington on June 16.
While in Kenya, Miss Layman
will stay with four or five host
families, sharing information about
her home and country while ob
serving and learning about her host
country. She expects to return in
late November.
She is assistant managing editor
of the Harrisonburg Daily News
Record, and the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ward G. Layman of Day
ton.
* * *

A 1964 graduate of Bridgewater,

The Rev. Mr. M. Andrew Murray,

has been appointed as campus min
ister at Juniata College. He will
assume full-time duties Septem
ber 1.
Since 1968 he has been pastor of
the Peace Church of the Brethren
in Portland, Oregon.
A native of Roanoke, he received
his Master of Divinity degree in
1968 from Bethany Theological

Seminary, where he was president
of his class.
He has served congregations in
Little River, Virginia, Palos Park,
Illinois, and Wenatchee, Washing
ton.
Mr. Murray and his wife, the
former Teresa K. Robinson, '65,
have one child.
The dean at Juniata commented
on what he had observed as Mr.
Murray's "willingness to explore
new ways and new approaches to
age-old problems and questions."
Mr. Murray, himself, said, "The
idea of being a campus minister
scares me. The campus minister
must be a person who is neither
student, faculty, administrator,
church, or parent, yet he must be
responsive to and, in a sense, iden
tify with all of these. He must
dare to try (not give) answers in
a community that specializes in
questions. Scary, but fun."
*

*

*

A Brethren Service Unit was co
ordinated with a community serv
ice project called Joint Venture to
assist earthquake-devastated resi
dents of Southern California. Help
ing in these relief projects to dis
tribute blankets, food, and dishes
were two former Bridgewater stu
dents, Dale Seese and David Holl.
Both are presently serving with the
Brethren Volunteer Service pro
gram and were assigned tempo
rarily to the devastated area.
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Dr. Dale L. Wampler, '57, Studies Molecular Structure
Science Question: How do you
tell a left-handed molecule from a
right-handed one?
for the answer, ask Dr. Dale L.
Wampler, '57, who spent most of
last year at Cambridge University
in England learning of ways in
which molecules can be observed
to reveal the answer themselves.
It seems that the molecular
structure of certain crystals Dr.
Wampler is studying is skewed, or
twisted on a planar axis, in "left
or right-handed" fashion. The
skewed molecular pattern causes
light to be transmitted in an un
usual manner when the crystals
are subjected to routine analysis
using a device known as a spectro
polarimeter.
According to Dr. Wampler, pro
fessor of chemistry at Juniata Col
lege, scientists need to know how
to determine the "handedness" of
certain molecules in order to pre
dict how they will interact with
molecules of other substances. It is
a known fact certain "left-handed"
molecules will not react favorably
with "right-handed" ones.

The importance of Dr. Wam
pler's work is that it could lead,
for example, to a discovery of the
reasons for certain hormone reac
tions that cause chemical imbal
ances in the human body.
Using a time-consuming process
known as X-ray diffraction, Dr.
Wampler is studying the molecular
structure of some crystals known
as cisoid dienes to determine
whether they have a left- or right
handed skew.
According to a theory advanced
by scientists at the National Insti
tutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda,
Maryland, such characteristics may
be predicted if a scientist knows
how light interacts with the sub
stance under study. The results of
Dr. Wampler's structural studies
will be used to test that theory.
X-ray diffraction, according to
Dr. Wampler, is a far more reliable
method of determining the mole
cular structure of most compounds
than any other. He is now trying
to determine whether previous
structural information about cisoid
dienes is valid or not.

Interestingly, it was such analy
sis that led 1962 Nobel Prize
winner James D. Watson and two
British scientists to the discovery
of the molecular structure of de
oxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and its
significance for information trans
fer in living material.
Whatever conclusions Dr. Wam
pler makes ilbout his research will
be shared with scientists at NIH
and Cambridge. Dr. Wampler's
contribution could be an important
piece in the jig-saw puzzle of or
ganic chemistry that is helping sci
entists unlock the mysteries of the
universe.
A native of Boones Mill, Vir
ginia, Dr. Wampler received his
B.A. degree from Bridgewater in
1957 and his Ph.D. in 1962 from
the University of Wisconsin. He
joined the Juniata College faculty
in 1961 and became a full profes
sor of chemistry in 1969. He spent
the 1969-70 academic year as a
Senior Visiting Postdoctoral fellow
at Cambridge University, England,
and is now chairman of Juniata's
Division of Natural Sciences.

CLASS NOTES
'70's
Mary Elchisak, Jan. '71, is a
graduate student in neuro-pharma
cology at the Medical College of
Virginia, Richmond.
Nelson McConnell, Jan. '71, is
an insurance agent with fidelity
Union Life Company in Radford,
Va.
Cecil Ray Canady is director of
consumer advertising for Reynolds
Metals in Richmond and not Janet
Bowman Canady, '70, as reported
in our previous issue. Janet is a
homemaker, involved with the care
of one year old Rosalind.
Carol Lynne Durgy, '70, is serv
ing with the Peace Corps. She is
teaching senior high biology in
English and Malay at the Marudi
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Gov't Secondary School in Sara
wak, Malaysia.
Sharon Lineweaver Kiracofe, '70,
is teaching third grade in the
Augusta County (Va.) school sys
tem.
Paul McComb, '70, has been
with the U.S. Army since July,
1970. He is serving with an Infan
try Company in South Vietnam.
Ben Myers, '70, has joined the
Shenandoah Telephone Company,
Edinburg, Va., as bookkeeper.
Michael Lloyd Newman, '70, is
serving in the United States Army
Medical Corp at ft. Sam Houston,
Texas.
John S. Prichard, '70, is attend
ing Shippensburg (Pa.) State Col
lege, working on a Master's degree
in Education.

Dennis A. Turner, '70, entered
the U.S. Army on January 6 and
has completed basic training at ft.
Campbell, Ky.

'60's
James H. Brashears, Jr., '68, has
completed studies for his Master of
Arts degree in Special Education at
the University of Virginia, Char
lottesville. Jim is an instructor in
Special Education in Greene
County, Va. His wife, Patricia
Lawther Brashears, '70, teaches
English in Greene County. Jim at
tended a special education confer
ence in Miami, Fla., in April.
Richard S. Nichols, '68, has com
pleted a two-year term of 1-W

service and has taken a job as case
worker for Traveler's Aid and Fam
ily Services of Roanoke, Va.
Don Barnhart, '67, is a stock
broker in Roanoke, Va. He became
a registered representative for
Paine, Webber, Jackson, and Curtis
last fall, after completing their six
month training program.
J. Michael Jacobs, '67, served as
assistant varsity football coach of
the 1970 AAA state football cham
pions, the James Wood High
School Colonels of Winchester, Va.
Kenneth M. Shaffer, Jr., '67, is a
member of the General Brother
hood Board, Church of the Breth
ren, serving as Consultant for
Curriculum and Resource Develop
ment.
Sharon Kelly Speak, '67, is kin
dergarten teacher in Sabillasville
Elementary School, Md. This year
Frederick County opened its first
public kindergarten program.
Weldon D. White, '67, graduates
from Wesley Theological Semi
nary, Washington, D. C., in May,
with a Master of Divinity degree.
He is presently serving the Rec
tortown (Va.) United Mehodist
Charge.
Marcia Jonas Holtzman, '66, di
rector of Volunteer Services at
Shenandoah County Memorial
Hospital, Woodstock, Va., re
ceived the annual Outstanding
Community Service Award pre
sented by the Woodstock Chamber
of Commerce. Mrs. Holtzman is
also vice president of the Va. State
Horticultural Society Woman's
Auxiliary, board member of Shen
andoah County unit of American
Cancer Society, and Shenandoah
County Chapter of American Red
Cross, and an official of the Shen
andoah County Fair Association.
Robert Tansil/, '66, has been
selected by the University of Vir
ginia and Fairfax County to be an
Administrative Intern at Fort Hunt
High School this year.
Danielle Le Goff Langstaffe, '65,
is a librarian at the University of
Pennsylvania in the Annenberg
School of Communications. She
will graduate in June with a Mas
ter's Degree in Library Science
from Drexel University in Philadel
phia.

Richard E. Snyder, '65, is a State
Trooper for the Va. State Police.
He is stationed in Clarke County
and works Clarke, Frederick, and
Warren Counties. He is part of the
State Scuba Diving Team working
in the Northwestern part of the
state.
Jim Stonesifer, '65, is professor
of biology and chairman of the
department at Lees McRae College,
Banner Elk, N. C. He will have a
summer publication of Botany
Study Guide. He and Cindy Hill
Stonesifer, '65, have a son, James
Garrett, born Nov. 21, 1969.
Brian L. Sachs, '64, teaches Eng
lish at Waynesboro Area Senior
High School, Waynesboro, Pa., and
is coach of the high school golf
team.
Carolyn Fetcher Wiles, '64, is
director of the children's choir at
Piney Creek Church of the Breth
ren, Emmitsburg, Md. She also
sings with the Frederick Singers, a
community chorus, and with the
Frederick County Sweet Adelines,
a ladies' barbershop chorus.
Edward N. Hallock, '61, is prin
cipal of Sabillasville (Md.) Elemen
tary School.

'so's
John L. Kline, '59, science de
partment chairman at James Madi
son High School in Vienna, Va.,
was one of nine persons who re
ceived the 1971 Science Teaching
Achievement Recognition award at
the National Science Teachers
Asso. Convention in Washington,
D. C., in March. He received the
award for a joint project with a
Herndon High School teacher, a
program of ecological studies car
ried out by them and their students
along the Potomac River in "The
River and Rocks: an Environmental
Study." Mr. Kline is president of
Alpha-Bet Co-op School in Manas
sas and during the summers works
for the U.S. Geological Survey. He
also teaches Saturday classes at the
University of Maryland.
Dale M. Slaubaugh, '57, has
been appointed manager of Product
Engineering for the Chrysler Cor
poration's Kokomo, Ind., Trans
mission and casting plants. In this

position he will provide technical
assistance on matters of an engi
neering nature, including product
evaluation, testing, and develop
ment. Mr. Slaubaugh holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in engi
neering from Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and a Master's degree
in automotive engineering from
Chrysler Institute.
Sherrill C. Cheeks, '56, is diplo
mat of American Psychiatric Asso
ciation, after successfully complet
ing written and oral board exami
nations of the AP.A.; Director of
Education and Training at Spring
field State Hospital, Sykesville,
Md., and has a private practice in
Reisterstown, Md.
Dr. Franklin E. Huffman, '55, on
the faculty of the Yale University
Institute of Far Eastern Languages,
had two books published in 1970
by the Yale University Press. De
signed to be used together, they are
Modern Spoken Cambodian and
Cambodian System of Writing and
Beginning Reader.
Correction:
Otis Kitchen, '53, is to be Direc
tor of the first Youth Symphony
Camp to be held at Elizabethtown,
Pa., in June 1971.
Charles W. Frye, Jr., '51, serving
with the U.S. Navy, is on a six
month cruise that will take the ship
into Brazil; Mocambes, Africa;
Diego Suarez; Bahrain, Arabia;
Karachi and Bombay, India. He is
due to return to Norfolk, Va., in
July.
Jack E. Maphis, 'SO, is a public
health bacteriologist and was ap
pointed Director of the District
Laboratory, State Health Dept., in
Luray, Va., last August.
Ilene Neher Smith, '50, will re
ceive the A.B. degree in English
on May 31, 1971, from Georgia
State University.

'40's
Elva Aylor Einsel, '49, is a read
ing teacher at Springfield (Va.)
High School.
Charlotte Weaver Anderson, '44,
is employed by the California
State Department of Human Re
sources Development. She is Co
ordinator-Consultant for the Oak15

land Concentrated Employment
Program Orientation. Mrs. Ander
son received the M.A. degree in
Counseling from San Francisco
State College in January, 1969.

'Io's
LeRoy Y. Hoover, 'l0BR, is cura
tor of Adobe de Palomares, a his
torical landmark in Pomona, Calif.

FUTURE EAGLES
Jutta Gregory Dunaway and
David J. Dunaway, '67, a daughter,
Heather Elizabeth, born June 19,
1970.
Pat Follmar Weber, '66, and
Dean L. Weber, '67, a son, Mat
thew Jonathan, born April 2, 1971.
Sharon Delauter Wichael, '67,
and frank Wichael, a daughter,
Sharyn Elizabeth, born August 25,
1970.
Ellen Hiserman Wiseman, '67,
and Frank L. Wiseman, Jr., '64, a
son, Jonathan Driver, born Feb. 26,
1971.
Beverly Wallich Blatchford, '65,
and Richard P. Blatchford, a
daughter, Jennifer Lynn, born
March 4, 1971.
Reba Walker McBride, '65, and
Charles R. McBride, a daughter,
Julianne, born Jan. 16, 1971.
Nancy Smith Snyder, '65, and
Richard E. Snyder, '65, a daughter,
Michelle Suzann, born March 13,
1971. Michelle has one brother,
John Elwood.
Loretta Vitale Vallone and Peter
J. Vallone, '64, a daughter, Chris
tina Marie, born March 22, 1971.
Susan Miller Hall, '64, and Jim
L. Hall, a daughter, Jenifer Eliza
beth, born Jan. 7, 1971.
Doris Kohne Petit, '64, and
Roscoe Petit, twin sons, Nolan
Roscoe and Nathan Walter, born
May 24, 1970.
Carol Ann Delauter and Roger
DeLauter, Jr., '63, a son, Robert
foster, Aug. 14, 1970.
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Martha and Carroil Butler, '62,
a son, David Vernon, born Feb. 9,
1971. They also have a daughter,
Elizabeth, age 4.
Juanita Cox Heath, '62, and
James Stewart Heath, a son, James
Marcus, born Dec. 20, 1970.
Mr. and Mrs. Walter W. Whit
acre, '61, a daughter, Amy Jean
nete, born Dec. 27, 1969.
Doris Jean Miller Lacey, '60, and
Jack Lacey, a daughter, Elizabeth
Anne, born Sept. 3, 1969, adopted
Oct. 3, 1969.
Nancy Cline Gray, '58, and Isaac
Gray, '58, a daughter, Holly Lynn,
born July 24, 1970.
Faye Byerly Davenport, '58, and
Henry B. Davenport, III, a son,
Henry Bedinger, IV, May 13, 1970.
Rebecca Bowman Helbert, '57,
and John Helbert, a son, John
Thomas Helbert, III, Oct. 16, 1970.
Carol Compton Spangler, '56,
and Wayne Spangler, '53, a son,
Jonathan Wayne, born Jan. 15,
1971.

WEDDING BELLS
Karen Marguerite Smith, '71,
and Kenneth 0. Crites, '70, Feb. 5,
1971. They are living in Peters
burg, W. Va.
Mary Ruth Acker, '70, and
Charles B. Craig, Jr., August 8,
1970, at the Perryville (Md.) U.
Methodist Church. They are at
home at Apt. 7, Talbot Village,
Easton, Md.
Karen Virginia Harken, '69, and
Charles Fairchilds, '70, June 26,
1970. They �.re living at Leonard
town, Md.
Terry Lee Morton, '69, and Rob
ert D. Boyle, '70, Aug. 15, 1970, at
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Alex
andria, Va. They are living in
Verona, Va.
Gloria Richardson, '69, and Ron
ald Crist, March 6, 1971. They are
at home at 732 Maple St., Johnson
City, Tenn.

Eleth-Anne Wright, '69, and Lt.
Edward f. Hilz, October 10, 1970,
at Grace Episcopal Church, Silver
Spring, Md. They are at home at
13157 Larchdale Rd., Laurel, Md.
Mrs. Wright is a secretary in the
Chief Counsel's Office of the Sen
ate Committee on Government Op
erations.
Sandra Lynn Keith and William
C. Forrest, '68, March 20, 1971, in
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Phoe
nix, Ariz. They are residing in
Berkeley, Calif., where Mr. For
rest is attending Church Divinity
School of the Pacific.
Ruth Nelson, '68, and William B.
Hannum, December 19, 1970, in
the Drexel Hill (Pa.) Church of the
Brethren. They are living near
Chester, Pa.
Janine Sherfy, '66, and J. Stevens
Holekamp, Nov. 28, 1970, in the
Bridgewater (Va.) Church of the
Brethren. They are living at 1131
Villa Circle, Newark, Ohio, where
Mrs. Holekamp is a school nurse.
Charlotte Weaver, '44, and Rob
ert Anderson, May 30, 1970, in
Oakland, Calif. They are living at
368 Adams St., Oakland.
Edward K. Ziegler, '29, and
Mary Grace Vivolo, Nov. 25, 1970,
in the Church of the Brethren,
Bakersfield, Calif., where Mr. Zieg
ler is pastor. They live at 2315
Palm St., Bakersfield.

IN MEMORIAM
Daren Baird, age three, daughter
of Ruth Ann Ziegler Baird, '66, and
Warren Baird, '63, died of cancer
March 6, 1971. The Bairds live at
Unionville, Connecticut. Warren
teaches in Kingswood School in
Hartford.
William Earle Lawyer, '29, Cum
berland, Md., December 26, 1970.
C. Elmer Fries, '03BR, Green
castle, Pa., March 21, 1971.

JVlayDay
Oueen
Chosen queen of the 1971 May
Day Festival at Bridgewater was
Susie Parker, a senior sociology
major from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Bequests from the Estates of Earl D. Flory,
Mrs. Pearle M. Boor, Come to Bridgewater
Bridgewater College has received an unrestricted
bequest from the Earl D. Flory estate, valued tenta
tively at $45,000. Earl Flory was the son of D. C.
Flory, founder of Bridgewater College.
Mr. Flory, '22, served as chairman of the Deferred
Gifts Committee for Augusta County and was a
member of the Trustee Committee on Deferred
Giving.
The assets of the estate are represented in large
part by an 83 acre farm near Verona, Virginia. Mrs.
Flory, Anna Belle Harris Flory, '25, pre-deceased Mr.
Flory in 1969.

A bequest from the estate of Mrs. Pearle M. Boor in
the amount of $3,199 has been placed in the Bridge
water College Endowment Fund. Mrs. Boor was a
resident of Piedmont, West Virginia, and a member of
the Westernport, Maryland Church of the Brethren.
President Geisert commented, "Mrs. Boor's life
long interest in Christian higher education and in
young people is exemplified by her bequest and its
placement in the endowment fund to relate to the
education of future generations of young people at
tending Bridgewater."
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MAYDAY
1971
(1) Freshman Debbie Ferguson with
friend. (2) French cafe in front of
the library, waiters are Drs. Duong
and Andes with French student
Josette Preaud. (3) Senior Joanne
DeRossi goes down for the second
time in the dunking pool. (4)
Kangaroo ball contestants Robert
Monroe, Charles Scott and Orland
Wages.
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